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Second year overview (1)

• Work program for second year: 
– Running of tests and evaluation of results
– Implementation of new functionalities

(information discovery tool - metadata, cross-
identification functions)
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Second year overview (2)

• Prototype development for science demos 
– July 2003 (IAU GA)
– On-going: January 2004

• Implementation of new functionalities in the 
services 

• Visit of scientists for science tests
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Second year overview (3)

• Interoperability standards
– Fifth interoperability meeting in Strasbourg 

(120 participants)
– Active participation to the development of 

standards, in particular UCD, VOTable, DAL,
Data Model, Web Services
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Second year overview (4)

• International aspects
– Collaboration with VO-India on VOPlot

development
– Implementation of links to international 

archives in VizieR/Aladin



F. Genova, AVO SWG meeting, 2004/01/28

WP2.1 Inclusion of archives in the 
interoperability system

In collaboration with the data centres

• Active links to ISO, ISO
• SIAP compatibility
• International archives: MACHO in VizieR, 

CGPS in Aladin
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WP2.2 Running of tests and evaluation 
of results

• Demos
• Visits to CDS on Associate Professor 

positions: R.G. Mann (Edinburgh), M. 
Kontiza and E. Kontizas (Athens) – science 
use cases

• E.g. tests of VOPlot beta version, input on 
ergonomics and functionnalities
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WP2.3 Implementation of new 
functionalities and standards (1)

New functionalities
• Implementation of several functions developed for 

the AVO demo in Aladin public s/w
– hierarchical data tree
– Filters (using in particular UCD)
– More flexible plane stack
– VOPlot plug-in

• As expected in WA2 program, prototype cross-id 
tool

• Example of feedback: image registration in Aladin 
(P. Leahy at Jan. 2003 demo) 
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WP2.3 Implementation of new 
functionalities and standards (2)

Interoperability standards
• UCD

– Now under responsibility of an international Steering 
Committee chaired by R. Williams

– A huge work to check and prune the UCD tree (S. 
Derriere, A. Preite Martinez, F. Ochsenbein)

– UCD2: too far from data managers needs, UCD1+ 
being discussed

– Development of assignment tool
– Implementation in VizieR and Aladin (filters)
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WP2.3 Implementation of new 
functionalities and standards (3)

• VOTable
– An essential element of the international VO 

demos
– F. Ochsenbein is now in charge of the VOTable  

IVOA WG. New version in discussion
– VOTable ‘lite’ parser SAVOT
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WP2.3 Implementation of new 
functionalities and standards (4)

• Data Access layer
Hierarchical data tree used in AVO demos 
(and now in Aladin) from the IDHA data 
model 



F. Genova, AVO SWG meeting, 2004/01/28

The IDHA data model
http://alinda.u-strasbg.fr/IDHA/lastmodel/
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Data structuration
and metadata

A view of IDHA
data model
in the AVO demo
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WP2.3 Implementation of new 
functionalities and standards (5)

• Web Services

• Also: a SOAP 
‘lite’ library 
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WP2.4 Evaluation of interoperability 
tools

• Cf Mann/Allen’s report
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July 2003 IAU demo

• International aspects
– Connection with VOPlot (ExtApp interface)
– Compatibility with SIAP (client/server)
– Inclusion of MACHO in VizieR

• Also
– ‘Clean’ plug-in: SED integration with ExtApp
– Support JVM 1.4 to integrate ACE
– Metadata tree fully integrated in forms
– Improvement of filter interface
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SIA interface
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Plug-in
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January 2004 demo (1)

M. Allen, T. Boch, F. Bonnarel, L. Cambrésy, S. 
Derriere, P. Fernique, F. Genova, A. Schaaff, F. 
Ochsenbein

• Active participation to the demo science definition 
– extragalactic and galactic case

• Data inclusion 
– Catalogues in VizieR
– ACS, CGPS in Aladin
– Links to the proper ISO, XMM data
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January 2004 demo (2)

• Many technical developments
– Spectral data 

• metadata for spectra and data cube in the metadata tree
• Specview integration with Aladin and VOPlot

– « Add a column » function
– Prototype cross-match tool, and its integration with 

Aladin as plug-in
– Management of CGPS data in Aladin (data cube)
– Also: VizieR OAI repository for the registry 

international demo (operational)
– Also: image decompression on a PC cluster


