
The EURO-VO Facility Centre:
a look to the future*

Paolo Padovani, ESO, VOS
EURO-VO Facility Centre Scientist

Matteo Guainazzi, ESA
ESA VO Scientist

* based on the FC roadmap: Padovani, Guainazzi, Arviset, Dolensky, Osuna



November 22, 2006 P. Padovani & M. Guainazzi, 2nd EURO-VO SAC Meeting 2

EURO-VO FC Plans



November 22, 2006 P. Padovani & M. Guainazzi, 2nd EURO-VO SAC Meeting 2

EURO-VO FC Plans
★ SAC: organize meetings twice a year, report back to Exec, 

select new SAC in 2009



November 22, 2006 P. Padovani & M. Guainazzi, 2nd EURO-VO SAC Meeting 2

EURO-VO FC Plans
★ SAC: organize meetings twice a year, report back to Exec, 

select new SAC in 2009

★ EURO-VO “science verification” call: set-up call (Jan. 2007?), 
advertise it, interact with SAC for project selection; 



November 22, 2006 P. Padovani & M. Guainazzi, 2nd EURO-VO SAC Meeting 2

EURO-VO FC Plans
★ SAC: organize meetings twice a year, report back to Exec, 

select new SAC in 2009

★ EURO-VO “science verification” call: set-up call (Jan. 2007?), 
advertise it, interact with SAC for project selection; 

✴ follow-up: provide support to team, put them in contact 
with relevant technical people



November 22, 2006 P. Padovani & M. Guainazzi, 2nd EURO-VO SAC Meeting 2

EURO-VO FC Plans
★ SAC: organize meetings twice a year, report back to Exec, 

select new SAC in 2009

★ EURO-VO “science verification” call: set-up call (Jan. 2007?), 
advertise it, interact with SAC for project selection; 

✴ follow-up: provide support to team, put them in contact 
with relevant technical people

★ EURO-VO Science Workshops: once a year (or more in case of 
national workshops: need SAC support); first one around 
March 2007 at ESAC “VO and spectroscopy” (coordinated with 
DCA)



November 22, 2006 P. Padovani & M. Guainazzi, 2nd EURO-VO SAC Meeting 2

EURO-VO FC Plans
★ SAC: organize meetings twice a year, report back to Exec, 

select new SAC in 2009

★ EURO-VO “science verification” call: set-up call (Jan. 2007?), 
advertise it, interact with SAC for project selection; 

✴ follow-up: provide support to team, put them in contact 
with relevant technical people

★ EURO-VO Science Workshops: once a year (or more in case of 
national workshops: need SAC support); first one around 
March 2007 at ESAC “VO and spectroscopy” (coordinated with 
DCA)

★ EURO-VO Technical Workshops, in coordination with TC and 
DCA: once a year; second one June 2007 at ESAC
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EURO-VO FC Plans
★ Community outreach: continue conference attendance; next 

one planned is JENAM, Armenia, Aug. 20 - 25, 2007, where 
there will also be a “Science with Virtual Observatories” 
Symposium (http://www.aras.am/JENAM-2007/)

★ EURO-VO FC resource registry and Single Sign-On guidelines 
release: work on-going, date still TBD

★ EURO-VO Web pages: improve and expand on science 
“recipes” by May 2007 (never received any SAC feedback!)

★ EURO-VO FC Help-desk: routine operations

★ FP7 proposal, with DCA and TC: call closes Apr. 2007, serious 
work will probably start Feb. 2007
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FP7 Call
★ F. Genova attended the information session on Research 

Infrastructures under FP7 in Brussels on October 27:     
http://cordis.europa.eu/infrastructures/infoday-06102006.htm

★ Our chances look good but ... 
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FC Roadmap
Date Task
Jan. 07? “Science verification” call

Feb. 07 FP7 proposal work starts

Feb. - Mar. 07 “Science verification” call evaluation & selection

Mar. 07 1st EURO-VO Science Workshop @ ESAC

Apr. 07 3rd SAC meeting

Apr. 07 FP7 call closes

May 07 Completion of science recipes on Web

Jun. 07 2nd EURO-VO Technical Workshop @ ESAC

Aug. 07 JENAM 2007 meeting + VO Symposium

Nov. 07 4th SAC meeting

Mar. 08 2nd EURO-VO Science Workshop

Apr. 08 5th SAC meeting

Jun. 08 3rd EURO-VO Technical Workshop @ ESAC
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FC Risks
★ FP7 proposal fails: 

✴ no 2008 call foreseen for e-infrastructure

✴ can manage 2007 activities leveraging on, and 
coordinating, with DCA and TC, thanks to strong partner 
commitment; FC unlikely to continue unfunded beyond 
Q1/2008

✴ strong VO support from European astronomical community 
(through you!) is needed

★ Future of Virtual Systems Department at ESO unclear


